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Judge Robert Hilder was appointed to the Third District Court by Gov. Michael Leavitt in 1995. Judge 
Hilder emigrated from Australia in 1977, and has lived in Utah since that time. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Utah (magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa) and a law degree 
from the University’s College of Law in 1984, where he served on the Utah Law Review. After clerking 
with Christensen & Jensen, he joined the firm as an associate. Judge Hilder was the firm’s managing 
director. Judge Hilder’s service includes: the Judicial Performance Evaluation Committee (1998-
2001); the Utah Judicial Council (2001-2007); Associate Presiding Judge, Third District (2005-2007), 
and Presiding Judge (2007- present); Executive Committee, Family Law Section of the Utah State 
Bar (2005-2007); and member of the Grand Jury Panel of Judges (1998-2007). He also teaches pre-
trial practice at the S.J. Quinney College of Law. 

Judge Hilder’s compliance with performance standards is as follows: 
 

1) A favorable rating by at least 70% of the respondents on at least 75% of the attorney 
survey questions. See specific results below. 

2) A favorable rating by at least 70% of the respondents on at least 75% of the juror survey 
questions. See specific results below. 

3) Had fewer than the maximum allowable cases held under advisement. 
4) Had at least 30 hours of continuing judicial education annually during his term. 
5) Mentally and physically fit for office. 
6) In substantial compliance with the Code of Judicial Conduct. 

Survey of Attorneys    There were 117 respondents for Judge Hilder. 
Question (See page 40 for 
questions)  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Total Favorable % 97 97 99 99 97 100 100 99 98 98 97 99 98 

Excellent % 79 77 75 72 71 72 84 72 77 69 66 68 76 

More than Adequate % 14 15 19 21 21 22 9 24 19 23 22 25 17 

Adequate % 5 5 5 6 5 6 6 3 3 6 9 6 5 
Less than Adequate % 2 2 0 1 3 0 0 1 2 1 3 1 1 

Inadequate % 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
 

Survey of Jurors There were 50 respondents for Judge Hilder. 

Yes % 100 100 100 100 100 96 100 100 

No % 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 
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